
Reading Prayers of the People Instruction


Leading Prayers of the People Tutorial
The Prayers of the People are the response of the community to the proclamation of the Word. The Prayers of the People provide a time of intercession and public prayer in worship using a well-defined sequence while covering specific content. They are also an initial step in a commitment to action. The Prayers of the People incorporate our concerns about the world and the universal Church as well as the local churches and community and individual and personal needs. The principal kinds of general prayer of the Episcopal Church include adoration, praise, thanksgiving, penitence, oblation, intercession, and petition. (see BCP, pp. 856-85.) The Prayers of the People are liturgical prayers that gather us as a community
For Episcopalians, Scripture, Reason, and Tradition inform our corporate prayer. Hearing scripture read or a sermon preached, may bring to remembrance those concerns that need to be prayed for. These prayers tie together things that were said in the scriptures of the day, the sermon, and the important matters of the local community.  In all of this type of reflection we invite God into our personal and corporate life as we engage the needs of the world.
The person leading the Prayers of the People helps us pray as a worshipping community. People who wish to lead the prayers of the people should let the Rector or the Worship Committee know of their call to this lay ministry. Mentoring is available from other people who lead the prayers of the people and a training session may be held as required. The person leading the prayers must certainly commit to taking time to prepare for leadership through a close familiarity with the particular lections of the day and personal reflection as s/he takes into consideration the issues of the day.
Customarily, the rubric we use to pray includes these five categories

1 The Nation and all in authority.

2 The welfare of the world.

3 The concerns of the local community.

4 Those who suffer and those in any trouble.

5
The departed (with commemoration of a saint when appropriate)

Also, prayer cycles according to the Reserved Common Lectionary (RCL) are to be considered. 
Praying
The person leading the Prayers may invite people to kneel, sit or stand, and a bulletin may be provided to invite responses. Persons reading prayers should read them “prayerfully.” It is important throughout the Prayers to allow silences between the intercessions in order that the work of the Spirit may be experienced. The leader may say at the conclusion of the Prayers, "I invite you to make your final intercession [or thanksgiving] either silently or aloud." 
Prayers Against Gun Violence
Insofar as these prayers are dedicated to the specific lay ministry of confronting gun violence in our nations the following prayers are suggestions as to the form and content of such prayers. 
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